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Dear Robert,
Subscribe to
This news this month from SCORAI features many new articles and reports SCORALI:

as well as new conference opportunities.
Listserv

After a long commitment to co-editing the SCORAI newsletter, Debbie Kasper
eNewsletter

is stepping down this month to focus on a book project. We are pleased to
welcome PhD student, Darcy Hauslik to the editorial team.

Cheers,

Catie, Debbie & Emily

SCORAI 2016 International Conference:
Early Bird Registration Ends March 15th!

The 2016 International Conference of the Sustainable Consumption
Research and Action Initiative (SCORAI) will be held at the University of
Maine on June 15-17, 2016. The program committee is thrilled to
announce a very exciting program including keynotes from Dr. William

Rees, Dr. Lucia Reisch, Dr. Giorgos Kallis and Dr. John Ehrenfeld!
The program also includes papers and posters from more than 200
scholars representing 26 countries. Together we will cover a wide range

of topics-from sustainable food, alternative economies, and urban
transformations to theories of social movements and socio-technical transitions.

It is not too late to participate! This year's program features a series of open dialog sessions.
We welcome your participation in these events and are happy to document your commitment for

the purposes of securing travel support from your institution. Please join us!

Information about travel, accommodation, registration and the post-conference excursion to the

stunningly beautiful Acadia National Park is available on the conference website.
Early bird registration rates are available until March 15, so please register soon!

We very much look forward to what promises to be a wonderful conference - and to welcoming
you to Maine in June!
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Cindy, Philip & the Conference Organizing Committee

SCORAI Membership Steadily Growing!

Maurie Cohen created the following graph showing the impressive and steady growth of SCORAI
since 2011. Though SCORAI was established in 2008, we only have data beginning in 2011.

Number of SCORAI Affiliates, 2011-Present
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SCORAI Website News

Submitted by Robert Orzanna, SCORAI Webmaster

*We are happy to share Halina Brown's most recent blog article, recounting a personal story
of Halina's efforts to set up a communal building structure that would support sustainable
development in Newton, Massachusetts.

* |f you are interested in supporting a public discussion forum on the SCORAI website, please
consider helping us test our new login system. Once fully functional, this forum will serve as a
mechanism to expand upon interesting listserv discussions and make these discussions
accessible to a wider public. If you can spend 15 minutes of your valuable time to help, please

contact Robert Orzanna.

News from SCORAI Sustainable Teaching Working Group

We are very happy to announce the release of our database on sustainable teaching activities
around the world. The database provides an overview table based on a number of characteristics
for each course. Each entry in the table subsequently links to a detailed description page. All
activities of the working group are hosted under scorai.org/teaching. Moreover, we aim to translate
our information to different platforms, such as Wikipedia page and interactive map. You can simply
add your course to our list by filling in a Word form and upload it to us. We plan to also capture
and share teaching resources, please feel free to add to our list. Finally, we plan to soon launch a
series of short films for teaching purposes. Watch this space for more updates!

Best greetings from the steering committee members,

Halina Brown, Maria Csutora, Antonietta Di Giulio, Doris Fuchs, Sylvia Lorek, Robert Orzanna,
Lucie Middlemiss, Jaco Quist, Marlyne Sahakian, Gill Seyfang, and Richard Wilk
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Relevant links:
*  Qverview page on the teaching project scope
* Benchmarking overview
* Course description overview table and detailed descriptions
* Table of teaching materials

*  Wikipedia Sustainable Consumption Teaching Draft
*  Visual Map of teaching activities around the world

*  Word submission form to submit a new course to the database
*  Upload your completed submission form

You can contact webmaster Robert Orzanna at orschiro@gmail.com.

The European Environment Agency Publishes
Two New Reports

Circular economy in Europe - Developing the knowledge base, EEA report
\ No. 2/2016

The report describes the concept of the circular economy and outlines its key
characteristics. It draws attention to both the benefits and challenges in
““+ transitioning to such an economy and highlights possible ways to measure
; ;. progress.

Get the report here.

Waste prevention in Europe - the status in 2014, EEA Report No 6/2015
The report is the second in a series of annual reviews of waste prevention
programmes in Europe as stipulated by the EU Waste Framework Directive. EU |_&&
Member States are obliged to adopt waste prevention programmes, while the
European Environment Agency is invited to carry out an annual review on their _
completion and implementation. Therefore, this report presents cross- E -1
programme comparison, including scope, objectives, targets, indicators, 2
monitoring systems and measures, and policy instruments. The analysis is

completed by presenting a collection of examples of good practice for 27 analysed programmes.

Get the report here.

Paper copies of the reports can be ordered free of charge by sending an e-mail to

marisa.turanzas@eea.europa.eu.
European \\“
Environment = )
Agency Y/

Publication of Climate Change and Society:
Sociological Perspectives
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Climate change is one of the most critical issues of the twenty-first
century, presenting a major intellectual challenge to both the natural
and social sciences. While there has been significant progress in
natural science understanding of climate change, social science
analyses have not been as fully developed. Climate Change and
Society breaks new theoretical and empirical ground by presenting
climate change as a thoroughly social phenomenon, embedded in
behaviors, institutions, and cultural practices.

This collection of essays summarizes existing approaches to

. : . . CLIMATE CHANGE
understanding the social, economic, political, and cultural AND SOCIETY
dimensions of climate change. From the factors that drive carbon R ErrIrTE Ty
emissions to those which influence societal responses to climate chg

ecologically harmful human behaviors and institutional practices,
environmental policies, and developing a more sustainable future. €
provides a useful tool in efforts to integrate social science research, g
policymaking regarding climate change and sustainability.

Produced by the American Sociological Association's Task Force on Sociology and Global Climate
Change, this affordable book presents a shift from the standard climate change discourse, and
offers a valuable resource for students, scholars, and professionals involved in climate change
research and policy.

Get the book here.

Featured Article: "What's the Best Way to Cut
Your Carbon Emissions?"

You may recall that a couple months ago the
nations of the world met in Paris and agreed on a
& plan to fight climate change. The complex
international treaty resulting from those talks
includes targets for governments to meet. But what
about people?

Individuals can take many actions with the aim of
B trimming carbon footprints. But in order to prioritize

these behaviors, we need some basis of
comparison. How does replacing incandescent light bulbs compare to cutting the number of miles
you drive?

A new study by Michael Sivak and Brandon Schoettle of the University of Michigan's
Transportation Research Institute sets out to answer that question by evaluating a variety of

attainable actions.

Read the article here.

Featured Article: "This is how your personal
consumption affects the climate.”
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This news release by Nancy Bazilchuk discusses a recently published Journal of Industrial
Ecology article on the cross-country environmental impact assessment of household consumption.

&\ e d "You won't make big cuts in your environmental impact by
taklng shorter showers or turning out the lights. The real

- enwronmental problem, a new analysis has shown, is
embodied in the things you buy.

. \ - i“; The world's workshop - China - surpassed the United States
7 « 'h‘ m‘ml as the largest emitter of greenhouse gases on Earth in 2007.
But if you consider that nearly all of the products that China
produces, from iPhones to tee-shirts, are exported to the rest of the world, the picture looks very
different.

"If you look at China's per capita consumption-based (environmental) footprint, it is small,” says
Diana Ivanova, a PhD candidate at Norwegian University of Science and Technology's Industrial
Ecology Programme. "They produce a lot of products but they export them. It's different if you put
the responsibility for those impacts on the consumer, as opposed to the producer.”

That's exactly what lvanova and her colleagues did when they looked at the environmental impact
from a consumer perspective in 43 different countries and 5 rest-of-the-world regions..."

Continuing reading here.

Recent Book on Political Economy, Social
Status and Culture Change

In this timely book Theodore Koutsobinas explores the system of status
markets and their social effects including inequality. He explains how
media fascination with superstars and luxury consumption goods amplify
positional concerns for all, distort the aspirations of the middle class and
cause relative deprivation. Building on themes first identified by Veblen
and Galbraith, Koutsobinas analyses extensively the behavioural
evidence from modern interdisciplinary research and contributes
constructively to a new genre of economic analysis. The Political
Economy of Status compels us to consider seriously redistributive culture
change policies targeted to assist the underprivileged. This book will be a
valuable and lively reading resource for academics in various fields
including economic theory, political economy, sociology, social psychology and cultural studies.

Get the book here.
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Kennedy, E.H. 2016. "Environmental evaporation: the invisibility of

Environmental . . . .
Sociology environmental concern in food system change." Environmental

Sociology, 2(1):8-28.

A

Overcoming the barriers to ecological sustainability requires
extensive civic engagement. In many respects, citizens have met this

-
-
]
¥

challenge yet, despite widespread environmental concern and
activism, the structures that threaten the biosphere persist. Using
data from a qualitative, comparative case study of local food
movements in three Canadian cities, | introduce the concept

‘environmental evaporation' to explain how activism may
inadvertently reproduce dominant - particularly individualistic and
market-oriented - social structures. Environmental evaporation refers to the process by which
individual concern for the environment disappears in public life. Private environmental concerns

Rl

‘evaporate' because themes relating to the environment are viewed as too polarizing to catalyze
broad support and necessary allegiances with elite actors. Understanding the process of
environmental evaporation has the potential to catalyze future research into the complex
relationship between collective action and structural change.

Get the article here.

Brizga, Janis, Kuishuang Feng, and Klaus Hubacek. 2016. "Household
Carbon Footprints in the Baltic States: A Global Multi-Regional Input-
output Analysis from 1995 to 2011." Applied Energy. Available online.

The paper analyzes consumption related household CO2 equivalent
(CO2e) emissions for the three Baltic States - Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania from 1995 to 2011. The analysis is based on a multi-regional
input-output model, which allows us to estimate life-cycle emissions for all
major household consumption items. Results demonstrate that household
carbon footprints in all the Baltic States significantly increased by 47% in
Estonia, 20% in Latvia and 52% in Lithuania during the study period. In 2011 in Estonia
expenditures for housing and utility contributed the highest per capita life-cycle emissions - 43%.
However, in Lithuania housing accounted only for 16% of per capita emissions, but food and
transport were responsible for 31%; whereas in Estonia and Latvia transport accounted for 18%
and 21%, respectively. Production processes related to food consumption are responsible for 18%
of emissions in Estonia, 31% in Latvia and Lithuania. Most of the indirect emissions are related to
imports from Russia and China followed by imports from other Baltic States. If consumption-based
emissions are to decrease countries will have to (1) change household behavior, which requires
relevant knowledge, infrastructure and resources to facilitate switching to lower carbon-intensive
alternatives; (2) decarbonize their own energy and transport sectors; and (3) reduce lifecycle
emissions associated with trade, by supporting imports from low carbon regions, including
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producing locally.
Get the article here.

O'Rourke, Dara, and Niklas Lollo. 2015. "Transforming
Consumption: From Decoupling, to Behavior Change, to System
Changes for Sustainable Consumption." Annual Review of
Environment and Resources 40(1): 233-59.

Consumption, although often considered an individual choice, is
deeply ingrained in behaviors, cultures, and institutions, and is
driven and supported by corporate and government practices.
Consumption is also at the heart of many of our most critical
ecological, health, and social problems. What is referred to
broadly as sustainable consumption has primarily focused on making consumption more efficient
and gradually decoupling it from energy and resource use. We argue for the need to focus
sustainable consumption initiatives on the key impact areas of consumption-transport, housing,
energy use, and food-and at deeper levels of system change. To meet the scale of the

sustainability challenges we face, interventions and policies must move from relative decoupling
via technological improvements, to strategies to change the behavior of individual consumers, to
broader initiatives to change systems of production and consumption. We seek to connect these
emerging literatures on behavior change, structural interventions, and sustainability transitions to
arrive at integrated frameworks for learning, iteration, and scaling of sustainability innovations. We
sketch the outlines of research and practice that offer potentials for system changes for truly
sustainable consumption.

Get the article here.

Burger Chakraborty, Laura, Marlyne Sahakian, Uma Rani,
Megha Shenoy*, and Suren Erkman. 2016. "Urban Food

Consumption in Metro Manila: Interdisciplinary Approaches
Towards Apprehending Practices, Patterns, and Impacts.”

JOURNAL OF
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ECOLOCY

Journal of Industrial Ecology. Available online.

Food consumption is a local activity related to

environmental impacts at different scales. Yet, the link between eating food as a social and cultural
practice and the global implications of food consumption has not been sufficiently explored. We
adopt a multidisciplinary approach to relate social practices with the biophysical flows of food
products at the household level. Focusing on middle-class households in Metro Manila, the
Philippines, we conduct qualitative interviews to highlight preferences, habits, and perceptions
about food consumption. In parallel, we collect quantitative information on food purchased. We
relate our results to national trends by analyzing the recent evolution of national food expenditures.
Finally, we review environmental impacts related to main food categories. Our research points to
the significance of socioeconomic factors on food consumption, notably the presence of domestic
help or the professional situation of household members. One main finding is the identification of
eating out as an important and growing trend in Asian cities, which causes a shift of resource
consumption and related environmental impacts from the household to the service sector.

Get the article here.
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Shenoy, Megha. 2016. "Industrial Ecology in Developing Countries." In,
Taking Stock of Industrial Ecology, edited by Roland Clift and Angela
Druckman. Springer. Pages 229-245

Red i

Ta kmg Stﬂ':k Sustainable development is not a simple, singular and well-tested path. It

.Of [nd ustnal needs an interdisciplinary examination of resource use patterns,

ECO|Dgy ecological heritage, demographics and cultural values. Industrial ecology,
owing to its emphasis on using a holistic approach, can provide a

valuable platform to draw out sustainable strategies and policies for

developing countries to implement. It can offer a paradigm within which

IE methods and tools can inform responses to local development
challenges. Within this paradigm, sustainable industrial, rural and urban development strategies
and policies in developing countries should follow from IE research and analyses.

A SWOT analysis of IE in developing countries highlights strengths of high economic growth and
threats from outdated policies and inadequate industrial ecology awareness in the policy making
and governing spheres. Examination of the IPAT equation in the context of developing countries
highlights the role that new technological hubs such as China and India can play, the significance
of increasing affluence among "new consumers" in the developing world and the role of population
in managing resources sustainably.

Research in IE since its introduction to the global south around the mid-1990s has primarily
focused on two concepts of IE - cleaner production and eco-industrial parks - largely due to the
impetus of development organizations. Other studies using the |IE lens and tools have shown the
potential of the IE paradigm in developing countries. These studies have highlighted the
importance of focussing on scarce resources such as water, examining the possibilities of using
well-tested technologies and evaluating the long-term maintenance of new technologies and
practices before recommending their implementation. New policies in the developing world can
gain from the IE community in terms of assistance in simplifying and downsizing data
requirements, application of solutions to contemporary sustainability challenges and framing
effective policies based on IE concepts.

Get the book and chapter here.

Shenoy, Megha. 2016. "Industrial ecology in India: Converging
traditional practice and modern environmental protection." In,
International Perspectives on Industrial Ecology. Edited by Pauline
Deutz, Donald I. Lyons, Jun Bi. Edward Elgar Publishing.

"India is a land of contrasts. Poverty exists alongside vast wealth; leaps
of technical progress occur alongside traditional industry and
agriculture. Resource conservation has been practised in India for
millennia, driven primarily by economics and culture, similar to many
other societies including Victorian England (Desrochers, 2002). This
remains true in communities across the sub-continent and in many
industries trying to turn profits on small margins. But, as populations
urbanised and industrialised across the Indian sub-continent, the
material and energy systems were thrown into a state of flux with a clash between traditional
recycling systems and modern materials that have difficulty being recycled through these

channels."
Get the book and continue reading the chapter here.
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