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November 16, 2014

Distinguished guests from home and abroad, dear colleagues, good morning!

It is my honor to address this “Workshop on Sustainable Consumption Research
in China”. | feel obligated to attend this workshop for four reasons. First, it is exciting
to meet old friend like professor Arthur Mol. It has been a long time since our last
meeting. It is also great to make new friends. Second, the theme of this workshop is
very interesting and relevant to me. | have been doing researches in the field of
environmental sociology for many years and now sustainable consumption is
emerging as a new important field of inquiry. Third, the Chinese Environmental
Sociology Committee of the Chinese Sociological Association | have been leading is
the supporting institute of this workshop; | would love to support the work by dr. Lei
Zhang. Finally, as a leader of this university and a professor in this field, | like to do
the honors of the host. So, welcome to Renmin University and | wish this workshop a
great success!

Renmin University is a comprehensive university featured with strong social
sciences and well focused natural science and engineering programs. This university
was created in 1937 when China was in the anti-Japanese war. Thus it carried a
mission to contribute to the national liberation and development. It was named as
“People’s university” in 1950, shortly after the New China was founded. Literally,
“Renmin” means “people of China”. It is our honor and mission to be an academic
institution to serve our people and our country for its well-being and prosperity. | am
pleased to see today Renmin University is the leading one in many fields like laws,
economics, sociology, politics, management science, mass communication, statistics,
and so on.

| believe this is the right place to discuss sustainable consumption. Sustainable
consumption is commonly understood as a socially, economically and
environmentally sustainable way to meet needs for goods and services of the current
and future generations. It requires reinventions of our social systems and
transformations of human behaviors. To this end, we need understand not only on
consumer awareness and behavior, but also the constraints and incentives, policy
tools, logics of economic, political and social actors. Social sciences have a great role
in generating knowledge and insights in this field. Renmin University provides good
soil for the development of trans-disciplinary researches on sustainable
consumption.

Indeed, sustainable consumption deserves more attention and deeper research.
Its driving power in today’s economic systems is increasing. The logic of “no business,
no killing” is valid. As a developing country, insufficient consumption and over
consumption co-exist in China. In general, both the quantity and structure of
consumption have been rapidly changing in China, and two-digital annual growth
rates of consumption remain for many years. It was predicted that China will become
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the biggest consumption country by 2030, with more than 500 million middle class in
cities. This will also means huge demands for energy and resources, also changes in
household consumption of energy, transportation and food, etc. Given the already
grimy environmental situation, effective transformations to sustainable consumption
policies and practices are in urgent need.

From sociological perspective, sustainable consumption will not take place in an
unsustainable society. In China, stratification of consumers has been increasingly an
issue of equity. Consumption cannot be sustainable without meeting basics of equity
and justice, which may go beyond national borders. In terms of consumption per
capita, China is the lowest among the major economies, only 36% of her GDP, or half
of that of U.S.A., two thirds of that of Japan and EU countries. Without addressing
these issues at global level, consumption at local levels can hardly be sustainable.

In addition, while emphasizing the importance of individual consuming
behaviors in the development of environmentally friendly society, the importance of
social production and its rationalities should not be undermined. We all have learned
the power of capitals in creating new social demands. It is not realistic to achieve
sustainable consumption without constraining capitals and the powerful groups.
Personally, | believe it is essential to transform the current production systems to be
more environmentally friendly while meeting basic needs of human being.

Eventually, we will have to solve the question of “what is happy life and what is
prosperous society”. We need understand how different values and cultures have
shaped individual behaviors, especially how those environmentally unfriendly values
and behaviors have been produced, reproduced and enhanced with social
institutions. From sociological perspective, environmentally friendly values must be
fostered and adopted by the majority of the social members through institutional
arrangement and restructuring, education and publicity. Production and
consumption will not be sustainable without right values.

Finally, | wish you all a very fruitful workshop! With the support of SCORAI, |
hope this workshop will serve as a good start of researchers’ network in China. Let’s
work together to develop trans-disciplinary researches on sustainable consumption
and contribute to policy improvement and the ongoing ecological civilization
movement. | believe this cooperation will enrich the researches and education
programs in the field of environmental sociology in Chinal

| appreciate very much your active involvement!



